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Cuppa Joe for New Mexico Coffee 
 Is Here! 

Brought to you by Seventh Generation Institute, 
$1 from each bag of Cuppa Joe coffee supports 
conserving and restoring New Mexicoõs natural 
heritage. Each bag is labeled with a description of 
the Building Riparian Resilience through Beaver 
Restoration project and themes from the project - 
water conservation, climate change, and our hero, 
the eager beaver.  

Cuppa Joe for New Mexico features super-
premium quality beans, with a choice of fair trade, 
organic or conventionally grown beans. Roasted 
right, roasted locally.   

Try Eager Beaver Brew (organic Sumatran), Like 
Water for Joe (fair trade, organic Guatemalan), 
and Cuppa for the Climate (Costa Rican). More 
varieties of Cuppa Joe for New Mexico are 
coming sooné. 

Order online at: 
www.seventh-generation.org/

CuppaJoe4NM.html 

Or purchase from these fine retailers:  
Gift and Gourmet - On the Plaza, Santa Fe. 
La Montanita Co-op, Nob Hill, Albuquerque. 
El Dorado Supermarket, Agora Center, Santa 
Fe. 
Sunflower Farmers 
Market, DeVargas 
Center & San Ysidro 
Plaza, Santa Fe. 

Thank You ZuliStudios! 
The gorgeous labels for Cuppa Joe for New 
Mexico coffee were designed and donated by 
ZuliStudios. ZuliStudios creates marketing and 
sales materials, logos, websites, and more for a 
wide range of commercial and nonprofit 
entities. Visit them at www.zulistudios.com or 
call 505-466-6103. 

 

 

 

 

 

to support conserving the landscapes, wildlife 
and  water resources that are critical to New 

Mexicoõs future.  

Your gift will help Seventh Generation 
Institute protect New Mexico for our 
children, grandchildren, and the next seven 
generations.  

gift  
Make a 

today 

  

Itõs Time to Stock the Funding Pantry  
 ! ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ έ') ÐÏÔÌÕÃËȣ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ 

We are extremely proud that 7GI is thriving during these tough economic times. We credit 
this success to the diligent efforts of our staff, recognition by our supporters of the enormous 
conservation needs in New Mexico and 7GIõs effective approach. That approach is a hearty 
stew of spicy innovation and rich applied science, slow simmered with good partners and 
served with a heaping side dish of common sense.  

With your financial support, we can accomplish even more in 2011. Our Operating Fund is 
the pantry that keeps the conservation pot bubbling and full at Seventh Generation Institute. 
It supports our science-based stewardship efforts, work with partners, incredible staff, and the 
tools (field equipment, computers, lights, etc.) needed to produce the conservation results you 
are reading about here.  

You ð our supporters ð are key to stocking the shelves of our 
Operating Fund. We rely on contributions from private individuals and 
businesses to provide the majority of our operating funds. Yes, we also 
secure public funds and grants, but at the end of the day, it is people 
like you who make it possible for us to do our conservation work.  

The envelope in this newsletter is important. Please think about what 
the natural heritage of New Mexico means to you 
and then make a contribution. This is your chance 
to keep the stew pot full, now and for the next 
seven generations.  

               Thank you for your support!  

Thanks to these great 
business partners for 
supporting Cuppa Joe, 
7GI and conservation 
in New Mexico! 

Seventh Generation Instituteõs work is made 
possible by the individuals, organizations, 
businesses and foundations that make 
financial gifts, donate time, and partner with 
us on various projects. We thank all of you for 
your commitment to conservation in New 
Mexico.  

The Biophilia Foundation 
The ESRI Conservation Program 
Harlot Clothing Company 
New Mexico Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Program 
Norcross Wildlife Foundation 
OnFocus Photography - Sally Thomson 
Patagonia, Inc. 
ZuliStudios 
Board and advisory board members 
Individual donors, members and 
volunteers  

  

Meet our featured volunteer, 
Don Wittman, a man of very diverse talents. 
A Certified Public Accountant, Don donates 
his professional time to be Seventh 
Generation Instituteõs Financial Director and 
is an invaluable team member.   

His other talents?  Itõs a toss up between his 
wild sense of humor and his infectious 
enthusiasm for nature in New Mexico. When 
not wading through a sea of  numbers,  you 
can find Don wading through beaver ponds, 
crawling through brush, or hiking in search of 
beautiful places. Thanks Don! We couldnõt do 
it without you.  

 

Climate Change Waits For No Pika...Or Does It?  

What are you doing next summer?  7GI will launch a citizen science 
program to monitor pikas in summer 2011  

If you are a hiker who visits the highest peaks of New Mexico, you may have 
spotted pikas among the talus fields. They look like small rabbits and are often 
described as òterminally cute.ó The American pika lives among the most stunning 
scenery in North America - typically on mountains above 8000 feet elevation - 
from California to New Mexico and north into Canada.  

Like polar bears, pikas have recently gained attention as early indicators of the 
effects of climate change on wildlife. In the case of pikas, it is not sea ice that they 
require but mountain tops that are cool in summer and have a blanket of 
insulating snow in winter - both of which are 
thought to be changing due to climate change.  

The pika was recently proposed for inclusion on 
the list of endangered species, but the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service determined that this status is 
not warranted at this time. Why? Because the 
scientific information about pikas is not yet clear. 
Pikas seem to be disappearing from some 
mountainous areas but not from others. And in a 
few places, pikas are found at low elevations and 
do well in the warmer temperatures.  

Working with a network of other citizen scientist-
based pika monitoring projects around the West, 
this project will help to clarify the 
controversy about pikas. It will 
collect information that will be 

used by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and other 
wildlife managers to evaluate 
the range-wide status of pika 
and make informed management decisions so pikas continue to thrive.  

If this sounds like your cup of tea, join us. Citizen science programs have a 
long and illustrious history in the US. The programs train volunteers to 
become òpara-scientistsó and to collect scientific information, thus making a 
significant contribution to conservation and one that would not be possible 
without volunteers. Along the way you can meet some great people and have 

fun. But this is also a serious commitment. Each volunteer will be required to 
complete class room and field-based training and must be sufficiently fit to hike 
into high-elevation areas. Watch for more information on our website 
www.seventh-generation.org.  

Volunteers Make Conservation Happen  
Have you considered volunteering at Seventh Generation Institute?   

Volunteers are a valued and needed part of our organization at all times but 
especially now, as the recession lingers. If you are a professional in a natural 
resources field who works at an unsatisfying job, youõve recently retired, or 
graduated and havenõt located the right position, please be in touch. There are also 
roles for persons with skills outside the sciences such as media and web design, 
video production, fund raising, representing Cuppa Joe for New Mexico coffee, 
etc. Give us a call to explore ideas. 

"Unlike other species, pikas don't shut down in 
the winter. They have to have a high metabolism 
to keep them going. Then, in the summer, if 
there's a hot period, they can't keep themselves 
cool enough." Dr. Liesl Erb, University of 

Cathryn Wild, setting a beaver 

live trap.  Photo: Sally Thomson 
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What Do New Mexicans Think about Beaver?   

ȣ2ÕÒÁÌ ÌÁÎÄ Ï×ÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ 

Digging through data may not be glamorous or yield great photos, but 
providing sound information to land owners, project partners and resource 

managers is key to achieving conservation results. 

This year, Seventh Generation Institute surveyed private landowners in New Mexico 
about their attitudes toward and experiences with beaver. We chose private land 
owners because about 45% of New Mexico is privately-owned land and the 
collective resource management decisions made by private land owners have great 
cumulative importance.  

Surveys were posted online and sent out in hard copy to rural private land owners as 
well as organizations and agencies that work with rural land owners. Respondents 
were guaranteed anonymity and one hundred thirty-four responses were received. 
Responses came from all parts of New Mexico and from persons with many 
different backgrounds. While the data analysis is not yet complete, the comments 
are fascinating and reflect the challenges of co-existing with wildlife.  

òBeavers are both good and bad.ó 

òIf beavers cause problems, they should be dealt with by removal, transplant, etc.ó  

òThere was only one lodge and pond. We really liked the beavers and the fishing. In 2004, bears 
moved in and tore up the lodge. None have returned.ó  

òIõve had too much destruction. [Beaver] cut down 100% of my trees in one field, redirected a 
stream and ruined the ditch embankments.ó  

òAnytime you want to release beavers [on our land] they will be welcome.ó  

We thank everyone who took the time to respond to the survey. Your comments are 
helping us generate better ways to help you manage beaver. A full report on the 
survey will be released in 2011 and posted on the Seventh Generation Institute 
website. The entire survey will be repeated at the end of the Building Riparian 
Resilience through Beaver Restoration project in order to measure changes in attitudes 
toward beaver.  



Seven Generations Ahead  
The Newsletter of Seventh Generation Institute 
PO Box 31698 
Santa Fe NM 87594 
www.seventh-generation.org 
 

The Newsletter of Seventh Generation Institute              Bringing Together People and Science  for Conservation  
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Board 

William J. Morris 

Lisa Degen, DVM 

Mark Silano 

Cynthia Wagstaff 

W. Michael Moore 

Advisory Board 

Deborah Finch, Ph.D. 

Amy Lewis 

Lucy Moore 

Jennifer Steketee, DVM 

 Staff  

Cathryn Wild  
Executive Director/ 

Science and Stewardship Director 
 

Don Wittman 
Financial Director 

 
DeAnn Clarkson 

Website and Administration 
 

Shane Moore 
GIS Technician 

 
 

 

Seventh Generation Institute  is a nonprofit conservation organization based 

in Santa Fe New Mexico. Our mission is to conserve biological diversity, foster sustainable 
resource use, and ensure an optimistic future for the human communities that depend on the 
natural world, through excellence in science and collaboration. Our guiding philosophy is that 
successful conservation must include both applied science and strong community participation. 
We partner with agencies, user groups, tribes, private land owners, and other nonprofit and 
community-based organizations to find solutions for improved resource stewardship. 
 

"In Every Deliberation, We Must Consider the Impact of Our Decisions On the Next 
Seven Generations."  

 

 

ȰWhen you 

start 

thinking  

outside 

the box, 
using 

beaver 
to build 

riparian 

resilience 

looks just 

plain  

smart�ä�ó�� 

olling up our sleevesé 
Building resilience with boots on the ground and 
miles on the road.   

Are you wearing beaver socks 
right now?  You could be.  

Visit our website, click on Shop 
then scroll down and click on 

Purchase Vintage Beaver Logo Apparel 
to order fun, functional socks 

from Harlot Clothing Company. 

...And wading in 

4ÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ȰÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇȱ 
skills that make beaver an 
asset in streams can make 
them less appreciated  in 
agricultural or urban 
settings.  

The good news is that there are 
tools to manage many impacts 
from beaver and 7GI is now 
offering assistance with these 
tools - reducing the cost, time 
and frustration of ongoing 
beaver management. In some 
cases these tools also help retain 
the ecosystem  benefits of 
beaver. Depending on the 
circumstances, funding may be 
available to help land owners 
with costs.  

Tools include vegetation 
protection, flow devices, and 
complete beaver management 
plans for towns or other larger 
areas. Flow devices in particular 
are not well known in New 
Mexico but offer effective long-
term management.  

For more information, visit 
Seventh Generation Institute 
at www.seventh-
generation.org or call us at 
505 216 1150.  
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Two years ago, Seventh Generation Institute initiated the Building Riparian 
Resilience through Beaver Restoration project. Our goal was to use the innate 
bio-engineering skills of beaver, historically found in large numbers in New 
Mexico, to build resilience in stream corridors, strengthening them against 
climate change and repairing past damage in one fell swoop. Much has 
been accomplished as we have reported in earlier newsletters.  

Over the last year, project work continued but with the focus shifting to 
education, outreach, developing project sites and new partnerships. We 
walked a lot of streams, accompanied by ranchers, mayordomos, small 
farmers, outdoor recreationalists, agency personnel, and just plain folks. 
We listened, brainstormed, and were treated to some great home-cooked 
meals along the way. Not all of these conversations will result in on-the-
ground projects, but some are already in the planning phase, while others 
are in the òthinking about itó phase.  

Interest in the projectõs methodology blossomed. The media called for 
photos, interviews, and information. The phone rang with requests for 
speakers, project information and assistance. And most exciting, the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature noted the project as 
an innovative example of ecosystem 
management in their publication 
Ecosystem.  

The projectõs activities expanded 
significantly this year. Seventh 
Generation Institute is now 
offering comprehensive beaver 
impact management services (see 
sidebar). In addition, we 
completed a survey of rural land 
owner attitudes toward beaver. 
The results will help guide our 

education efforts. Check 
the inside pages for a 
sample of the comments 
received. Finally, we 
established a new and 
highly productive 
partnership to deliver 
restoration with the New 
Mexico Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife, part of the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service. We are honored to be working with this 
highly respected program. It was a busy, exciting year and next year 
promises to be even better. 

 

 

Flow Device. Photo: Jim Stuart 

Working With Land Owners 
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Beaver towing branch. Photo: USFWS 

It was a very good year 


