
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 Powering Up  
Conservation and Restoration in New Mexico  

 Annual Operating Fund Drive 

When the aspens of New Mexico dress themselves in orange and gold, and dustings of 
snow appear in the mountains, we launch our Annual Operating Fund Drive. This is 
your chance to help conserve and restore, now and for future generations, the natural 
resources of New Mexico ð the key to maintaining òresourceful communitiesó and 
keeping New Mexico the special place that it is. The Annual Operating Fund Drive 
happens just once a year ð no deluge of constant appeals.   

Our Operating Fund is the engine that keeps our programs running at Seventh Generation 
Institute. The Operating Fund supports our incredible staff and all of the organizational 
infrastructure (phones, paper, computers, lights, insurance etc.) that are needed for 
conservation results. Real people are the foundation of the Fund. We rely on private 
individuals, businesses, and groups to provide almost 60% of our annual operating budget. 
Yes, we secure public funds and grants for our work, but at the end of the day, it is people 
like you who make conservation happen. Contributions from caring New Mexicans directly 
made possible the launch of The New Mexico Pika Monitoring Project in 2011, as well as kept 
Building Riparian Resilience through Beaver Restoration moving full speed ahead. Your 
contribution sends a message about approach as well -- that you support conservation 
based in working together, applied science, and common sense.   

The envelope in this newsletter is important; please think about what this beautiful state 
means to you, and then make a contribution that is meaningful to you, of whatever size that 
may be. You can also visit our website to make a secure contribution by credit card through 
Network for Good.  

We are honored to help conserve and restore this place that we all love.  

Thank you for your support!  

Coffee  for Conservation 
 
 

                         
expands with two new varieties 

Coffee as a fundraiser for conservation? ¡Qué 
bueno!  

Last year, Seventh Generation Institute launched 
the Cuppa Joe for New Mexico line of coffee 
with three labels, Eager Beaver Brew, Like Water 
for  Joe and Cuppa for the Climate. This year, we 
added two new varieties. Organic Native Flower 
Power, available in regular and decaf, features the 
Pecos Sunflower, native to New Mexico and a 
threatened species. Native Flower Power is rich 
mellow coffee from the Chanchamayo region of 
the Peruvian Andes. On Higher Grounds 
features - what else? - the American pika. This 
delightful coffee is organic and fair trade certified. 
Itõs from the Sidamo and Yirgacheffe regions of 

Ethiopia.  

$1 from each bag of 
Cuppa Joe coffee 
supports conserving 
and restoring New Mexicoõs natural heritage.  

All the varieties of Cuppa Joe for New Mexico 
are roasted here in New Mexico, so this coffee is 
local in two ways - supporting local employment 
and local conservation. Thatõs as good as it gets.   

Purchase from these fine retailers:  
¶ Eldorado Supermarket, Agora Center, Santa 

Fe. 
¶ La Montanita Co-op, Nob Hill, Albuquerque. 
¶ Los Alamos Co-operative Market, La Entrada, 

Los Alamos. 
¶ Sunflower Farmers Market, De Vargas Center 

Santa Fe. 

 Many of the compelling images in 
this newsletter were captured by 
photographer Sally Thomson. Her 
work focuses on the relationship 
between natural environments and 
rural traditional cultures. View her 
entire spectacular portfolio at 
sallythomsonphotography.com  

 

 

 

 

 

to support conserving the landscapes, 
wildlife and  water resources that are critical 

to New Mexicoõs future.  

Your gift will help Seventh Generation 
Institute conserve New Mexico for the next   
                           generations.  

gift  
Make a 

today 

Seventh Generation Instituteõs work is 
made possible by the individuals, 
organizations, businesses and foundations 
that make financial gifts, donate time, and 
partner with us on various projects. We 
thank all of you for your commitment to 
conserving New Mexico.  

¶ The Biophilia Foundation 
¶ The ESRI Conservation Program 
¶ Harlot Clothing Company 
¶ New Mexico Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife Program 
¶ Norcross Wildlife Foundation 
¶ REI, Santa Fe 
¶ Sally Thomson Photography 
¶ Patagonia, Inc. 
¶ Board and advisory board members 
¶ Donors, members and volunteers  
  

 

Meet our Featured Volunteer, Derek 
Sundquist, citizen scientist extraordinaire. 
With his love of mountains, experience 
monitoring wildlife in Alaska, and a ready 
sense of humor, Derek came to The New 
Mexico Pika Monitoring Project ready to go above 
and beyond - literally - in pursuit of pikas (see 
front cover story).  

Pictured here with fellow citizen scientists 
Catherine Arntzen and Marcia Bowman, 
Derek helped train volunteers in backcountry 
skills so that they can travel safely and 
confidently while surveying for the presence 
of pika. When he is not volunteering, you can 
find Derek at the Santa Fe REI store, where 
he is a supervisor. Thanks Derek!  

Volunteers Make Conservation Happen  

Have you considered volunteering at Seventh Generation Institute?   

Volunteers are a valued part of the Seventh Generation Institute teamñin fact 
The New Mexico Pika Monitoring Project is entirely òstaffedó by volunteers 
who trained to become citizen scientists and to survey for pika. There are also 
roles for persons with skills outside the sciences such as media and web design, 
video production, fund raising, representing Cuppa Joe for New Mexico coffee, 
etc. Give us a call to explore ideas. 
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Thank You  

Sally Thomson Photography! 

 

 

In May, as part of the Building Riparian Resilience through Beaver Restoration project, 
Seventh Generation Institute released a report of original research completed by 
our staff: Beaver As a Climate Change Adaptation Tool: Concepts and Priority 
Sites in New Mexico.  

The first part of the report details the specific ways that the bioengineering skills 
of beaver can both restore stream ecosystems and increase resilience - the 
foremost quality that will help these ecosystems adapt to climate change. 

The second part of the report is a suite of geographical analyses related to 
beavers in New Mexico. First, suitable beaver habitat was modeled using digital 
mapping software from ESRI, Inc. The model identified a total of 281,385 
hectares (695,302 acres) of currently suitable habitat. However, as the report 
notes, the amount of historic or potential habitat is likely much larger, since 
intermittent streams had to be excluded from the model. Although landowners 
and managers know that many intermittent streams in New Mexico were once 
perennial, there is no formal data on which streams were perennial and might be 
restorable.  

Most of the suitable beaver habitat is concentrated in the northeast third of the 
state with additional areas 
of habitat in the 
Sacramento Mountains 
and the Gila River and its 
tributaries. The majority 
of habitat, 66%, is located 
on privately-owned land, 
highlighting the need for 
conservation efforts with 
private land owners.  

Using the most 
conservative estimate of 
the beaver population that 
could be supported by the 
modeled habitat, the 
report found that the 
present population of 
8,000-10,000 beavers, is 
approximately one sixth 
the potential population.  

In the final analysis, we 
compared the habitat to 
high priority conservation 
areas which had been 
identified by The Nature 
Conservancy of New 
Mexico and ranked 
according to their 
vulnerability to climate 
change. This analysis 
identified ten areas that  
meet all three criteria: they 
are key for conservation, threatened by climate change, and include significant 
areas of beaver habitat. Maintaining or restoring beaver populations in these areas 
is important to ensure ecosystem function for wildlife, water quality, and supply.   

The report was released to the public, nonprofit organizations and government 
agencies around the West. Seventh Generation Institute received  many requests 
for additional information on this innovative and cost-effective concept.   

You can access the report on our webpage at http://www.seventh-
generation.org/Publications.html.  

Our thanks to The Nature Conservancy of New Mexico for their superb work on 
climate change in New Mexico and generously sharing data.  
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Cuppa Joe  

for New Mexico  

 
Beaver As a Climate  

Change Adaptation Tool  
2011 Original Research Report  

�2�W�K�H�U���1�H�Z�V�« 

    ... about beaver and the Building Riparian Resilience through Beaver 

Restoration project.  

�x�����2�X�U���R�Q-the-ground restoration work continues. However this year the extreme 
drought conditions in the eastern portion of New Mexico affected projects in that area. 
With little rain and extreme heat, some project activities had to be postponed due to 
lack of water. 

�x�����6�H�Y�H�Q�W�K���*�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�K�H���8�6�)�:�6��
Partners for Fish and Wildlife, New Mexico for their 
ongoing project support. 

�x�����3�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���R�X�U���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���W�R���Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U�E���Q�H�Z��
video by Mike Foster, Beaver - A Keystone 
Species. Mike has captured some superb footage of 
beaver life and of how beaver affect the ecosystems 
they live in.  

Photo: Sally Thomson  


